"      THE LAST PHASE

Anne, obviously she made the remark attributed to her in the
Lord Hardinge story on purpose, with the idea of shocking a
stuffy house-party into some semblance of human life.

Here is the story.

Mary Anne and Dizzy occupied the room next to Lord
Hardinge's, and at breakfast on the first morning Mary Anne
said to him:

"Oh, Lord Hardinge, I do think I'm the luckiest woman in
the world. I told myself when I woke up this morning: 'Mary-
Anne, you are lucky! You've been sleeping between the
greatest orator and the greatest soldier of the day!' "

Lady Hardinge is said not to have been amused, like Queen
Victoria on another occasion. Probably Mary Anne did not
mean her to be amused, but it is impossible to believe that Mary
Anne spoke without thinking, and did not make her little
speech deliberately.

Another story tells how Mary Anne complained, apparently
in horror, of what she was pleased to call the indecent pictures
on the walls of her hostess, and that she had stayed awake half
the night trying to keep Dizzy from looking at the "Venus and
Adonis" in their bedroom.

Can anyone imagine that Mary Anne would be shocked at a
classical picture of a lady wearing only drapery and not very
much of that, or that Dizzy would wish to lie awake all night
looking at it? The intelligent reader will suspect here a quiet
dig on Mary Anne's part at an ultra-respectable hostess.

The occasion on which she rebuked Prince Louis Napoleon,
afterwards Napoleon HI, is historic. Mary Anne had a charm-
ing frankness all her own, was no respecter of persons, and when
someone annoyed her told him exactly what she thought, whether
he was a prince or a postboy.

The Disraelis had gone down to see the Bulwers at Craven
Cottage, but arriving late found that their host and the other
guests had departed up the river in a steamer. Two gentlemen,
one of whom was Prince Louis, arrived still later, and there-
upon Prince Louis conceived a bright idea.

"I will get a boat," he said, "and row you down to meet the
rest of the party."

It never occurred to Mary Anne to question the royal water-
manship any more than it occurs to ladies nowadays when invited
into a car to question the driving ability of their host. The
prince obtained his boat and began to row. Presently, to avoid
the wash of a steamer, he took the middle of the river anji the